V

STUDENTS  AND  SCHOOLCHILDREN

THE students are for General de Gaulle, and in the
secondary schools it would be difficult to find one pupil
per class not in favour of resistance. The Cross of Lorraine
is carved on desks, and walls carry patriotic inscriptions.
The Germans have been forced to act severely, and in
some schools, at the Buffon and Henri IV for example,
German officers made investigations and threatened the
vice-principals. Teachers have to be guarded in all they
say in the classrooms. The slightest aJJusion causes noisy
demonstrations for which the vice-principal has to account
to his superiors. Disciplinary action taken against
teachers has to be reported to the occupation authorities.

In the universities the same state of affairs prevails.
The story of the student demonstration at the Arc de
Triomphe on nth November 1940 is already known in
England. The rallying symbol was a black tie. Every
student wearing a black tie who could not justify it by a
recent family loss was imprisoned by the Paris police.
I know several who spent some weeks in the Sante prison
as a result. Students in possession of a weapon were shot
There were eleven from the Ecole Militaire. A scout knife
was considered to be a weapon.

On many occasions the students have publicly demon-
strated their sentiments. Here are two examples.

Along the Boulevard St. Michel a traditional single-file
student procession was preceded by two students, each
carrying a fishing-rod. After each chorus of their song
the students cried "Vive! Vive!" and following each vive
the two rods, deux gattlles, were raised on high.

One day some students entered the Cafe d'Harconrt,
affecting a stiff German manner. They were wearing belts
to which they had attached cycle-pumps, in lieu of
bayonets. Giving the N&d salute, and crying "Hefl
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